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And when his Diſciples James and Johm ſaw this, they ſaid; 
Lord! wilt thou that wwe command Fire io come down from 
Heaven to conſume them as Elias did ? 


Bui He turned and rebuked them, and ſaid, Je know not what 


manner of ſpirit ye are of : 
For the Son of Man is not cone to deſtroy Mens Lives, but 10 
8 ſave them. | 


Þ ELIGIOUS perſuaſion, when founded on Truth, is 
a powerful principle of action: it is not leſs fo when 

built upon Error; but the effects are widely different: the 
one producing a ſober and uniform diſpoſition to promote the 
glory of God, and the good of mankind ; whilſt the 
other, hurried on with much intemperate heat, thinks 
to do God ſervice, by violating the Laws of Equity and Hu- 
manity. 
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Of the pernicious effects of ſuch an erroneous Zeal, the 
hiſtory of every Religion, Age, and Nation preſents us with 
numerous proofs ; but not one, among them all, that comes 
up to that execrable, inhuman Attempt, the providential 
defeat whereof, we this day thankfully commemorate.— 
The malevolent purpoſe of the two Diſciples will, upon a 
compariſon, appear to fall far ſhort of it. Both parties 
were, indeed, actuated by © a Zeal without knowledge :” 
both conſidered the Objects of their malice as HzRETICs de- 
voted to perdition, and both fought to realize their intended 
Vengeance by the means of inevitable deſtruction. —And al- 
though it may ſeem ſtrange, that the conſtant followers of 
their Divine Maſter, they who had always ſeen his mira- 
culous powers exerted for the Benefit, never to the prejudice, 
nuch lets to the deſtruction of mens lives, that they ſhould 
with lum to enable them to “ call down fire from Heaven“ 
to conſume a poor Village with its inhabitants ;—it will, 
however, leflen our ſurprize, if we conſider, that the two 
Diſciples were ſtill in the profeſſion of a Religion, which 
bad only temporal Rewards and Puniſhments for its Sanc- 
tions. They remembered a ſomewhat fimilar inſtance 
under that Diſpenſation, and referred to it as a. precedent , 
they knew, too, that their Lord aſſumed a“ Power to for- 
give Sins”; and it was natural for them to believe He had 
power likewiſe to puniſh them: but they themſelves did not 
aſſume that power The over-zealous followers of another 
Maſter impiouſly aſſumed both: and what in James and 

John 
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John ſeems only to have been a ſudden ſtart of Paſſion 
againſt a few inhoſpitable Samaritans ; which however was 
ſoon corre&ed by the gentle rebuke they met with; was, 
in the incorrigible and fiery Zealots of this day, a deep 
and long concerted Plot of more extenſive ruin—lt was to 
deſtroy, by a moſt Infernal Exploſion, THE KING, THE 
PRINCES, THE PRELATES, THE NOBLES AND COMMONS 
or THE REALM when aflembled in Parliament—lt was to 
overturn and tear up, from the very foundation, the whole 
frame of the Conſtitution in CHURCH AND STATE, and 1n- 
ſtead thereof, to erect under the baneful ſhade of Intolerance, 
an uncontroulable Dominion over the perſons, and property, 
and Conſciences of all who ſhould “ not fall down and wor- 
„ ſhip the Idolatrous Images they meant to ſet up”. 


Unhappy, infatuated Men! to think of Re-eſtabliſhing a 
Religion by means ſo contrary to the humane, and benevo- 
lent Principles of its bleed Author! Well had it been for 
them, if they, who pretended to have the Key of all Scrip- 
ture-knowledge, had thence learnt ** what manner of Spirit“ 
they ought to have been of! Well had it been, if they, who 
arrogantly aſſumed to be of the Socitry or JEsUs, had ob- 
ſerved His and governed themſelves by His Exam- 
ple who © came not to deſtroy mens lives but to ſave them.” 


But I mean not to © bring againſt them a railing Accuſa- 
& tion”: they © have received the due reward of their 
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4 deeds”, It will be more pleaſing to every good mind, 
and may tend in ſome meaſure, to excite our Gratitude for 
the repeated mercies of this day, to obſerve, from the de- 


claration in the text, That one of the many benefits, which 
the world hath derived from the Chriſtian Inſtitution, is, 


That it hath produced a happy change, even in regard to 
the preſent intereſts of Mankind, by giving a more ex- 
tenſive activity to the principles of Juſtice, and Huma- 
nity; and contributing to leſſen the miſeries, and in- 
creaſe the happineſs of Human Life, beyond the Ex- 


ample of former times. 


J preſume it will be admitted, that this Declaration of 
our Lord, though it includes but a ſmall part of that won- 
dertul plan of Goodneſs which he came to execute, 1s, how- 
ever, {uch a part as proclaims him merciful and gracious, 
{tudious of the welfare, and ſolicitous for the ſafety and tran- 
quility of Human Life. It is, indeed, a moſt engaging in- 
ſtance of his own benevolence and Humanity ; ſufficient to 
induce the Unbelicver himſelf to admire, and imitate ſo ami- 
able a Character. If in this life only he hath hope”; if 
Nature teacheth him to with its preſervation ;* to be ſecure 
from the violence of the Oppreflor, and the perſecution of 
the Zealot; to be eaſy and unmoleſted in his enjoyments, 
reheved and pitied in his misfortunes ; if theſe be the prin- 
cipal Ends the Unbehever aims at, let him not revolt at the 
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means that are offered by his Saviour. Eſpecially, as the 
offer is charged with no Myſtery to affront his Reaſon; nor 
inforced with any Authority to diſguſt his Pride. The meek 
and lowly Jeſus doth not here aſſume the glorious Titles that 
were juſtly given Him. Whenever he thought fit to give 
proofs of his Divinity, by exerting his miraculous powers, he 
left others to proclaim him the Sox or Gop : but when he 
was to ſet an Example of his Benevolence and Humanity, 
he condeſcends to ſtile himſelf the Son o MAN. Under this 
tender relation, He was ſenſibly affected at the miſeries and 
calamities brought upon Man by Man.—He ſaw from what 
turbid ſources thoſe diforders were wont to flow : and he 
provided, as far as wiſdom and goodneſs could provide, 
an effectual remedy in the humane and generous principles 
of his Religion: A Religion that was not to be local, or 
confined within the limits of one Country, or People; but 
was, progreſſively, to diffuſe its mild and merciful Spirit 
over the face of the whole Earth. And, in this ſenſe, it 
may be ſaid to be a Religion of HuMaANniTy; as, in the ſenſo 
of the Apoſtle, Humanity 1s REL1G10N. 


That the beneficial influence of Chriſhanity hath beerr 
more generally felt than acknowledged, 1s undoubtedly true ; 
becauſe it is likewiſe true, that men are apt to reſt contented 
with the fruition of any Good, without troubling them- 
ſelves to inveſtigate the cauſe. They may perhaps have ob- 
ſcrved that other Religions, and ſome modes even of the 
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Chriſtian Religion, have been impoſed by means the moſt 
injurious to human Happineſs—PacanisM by impure and 
barbarous Rites; Monammenpism by Compulſion and the 
Sword of Violence: SUPERSTITIOUs BIGOTRY by fettering 
the Mind, and tormenting the Body; and EN THUstASM of 
every ſort, by the ſubverſion of Order and Legal Government : 
But they might likewiſe ſee and experience, that pure and 
GENUINE CHRISTIANITY breaths nothing but “ Peace and 
% good Will towards men”: is a rule of conduct that muſt, in 
every view, approve itſelf to their ſocial Nature; and is fo 
far from countenancing any violation of their reſpective in- 
tereſts, that it ſtrengthens all the ties of Juſtice and Huma- 
nity ; injoining us to “ ſpeak evil of no man”, to“ do vio- 
% lence to no man,” but giving us a “ new Commandment 
« to love one another; to do good to thoſe that hate us, and 
<« to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute 
« us;” thereby diſpoſing us to be ſerviceable to each other 
in the ſeveral connexions of Domeſtic, Social, and Com- 
mercial Life; and creating a reciprocal Confidence and 
Fidelity in our Dealings, from a ſtrict regard to that equitable 
precept of always * doing to others, what we expect they 
„ ſhould do unto us”. - Chriſtianity, thus transfuſing its 
Divine Philanthropy into the Religious and Civil Eftablith- 
ments of any Country, will not give the leaſt colour for Op- 
preſſion in the one, or Perſecution in the other—It may 
enable men to bear, but will never impoſe, them. 


How 
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How far, and in what particular inſtances theſe. benevo- 
lent principles have been found to operate, would lead to an 
enquiry beyond our reach. Virtue and Vice, reſpecting 
either Times, or Perſons, can only be comparative: And 
although to fix a charge of Cruelty and Inhumanity on any 
particular Age, or Nation, may ſeem an unchartable, as 
well as doubttul imputation; yet, if we conſider the temper 
and conduct of the world in general, antecedent to the time 
when our Saviour came to inſtruct and reform it, we ſhall 
ind that the natural ties of Equity and Humanity, which 
were graciouſly intended to form the ſtrongeſt bond of ſocial 
happineſs, had but a feeble and precarious hold upon the 
bulk of Mankind. Ever ready“ to break its bands aſunder 
« and to caſt away its cords from them,” they left little ſecu- 
rity for many of the preſent rights and privileges of human 
life; no effectual ſecurity for life itſelf, in moſt of the Reli— 
gious and Civil Inſtitutions which then obtained in the 
World. For, as every Government, it thoſe deſerve that name, 
would, of courſe, adopt ſome mode of Religion; ſo the Prin- 
ciples of ſuch Religion would have their natural influence 
upon the rules of Government. But, in thoſe times, the Prin- 
ces of the Earth were deſpotic, and their Religion idolatrous ; 
alike unfavorable to the intereſts, and prodigal of the lives of 
men. 


Miſcrable condition of human nature! when Dominion 
was founded upon Opprefhion, and the moſt eſſential part 
of Religious worthip conſiſted in Cruelty— Moſt unnatural 

_ Cruelty! 
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Cruelty ! when, as the Prophet deſcribes it, they cauſed 


their ſons and their daughters to paſs through the fire unto 
Moloch“. 


If it be ſaid that no concluſion can hence be drawn in fa- 
vour of Chriſtianity; inaſmuch as thoſe were times of igno- 
rance, and ſavage manners; unpoliſhed by the Arts, unac- 
quainted with the Refinements of Social Life: ſo that, ad- 
mitting the preſent condition of Mankind to be more happy, 
it is only becauſe States and Kingdoms are more civilized, 
and the rules of Policy and good Government better under- 


ſtood. 


But, is not this to miſtake the effect for the cauſe? and 
to ſuppoſe, that the Principles of true Religion have no part 
in the Inſtitutions, no influence on the manners of a Civi- 
lized People? If nothing was ever wanted to eſtabliſh a ge- 
ncral ſenſe of humanity, but Civilization and found Policy ; 
whence was it that, in the celebrated States of GREECE and 
RoME, Souls that produced much Philoſophic Virtue, ſuch 
modes of cruelty were authoriſed and practiſed, as, in theſe 
days, would ſtrike a religious mind with horror. Whence 
was it that they, with all the Learning, the Arts and Em- 
belliſhments of Life, not only connived at, but gave a pub- 
lic Sanction to Cuſtoms directly repugnant to the Laws of 
Nature itſelf? I am not here alluding to the many ingenious 
torments inflicted on the un-offending Chriſtians—not other- 
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wiſe offending, than becauſe they were CR Ts TIA NSH; and 
would not be I Dol. Arons.— The features of thoſe times 
were marked, if poſſible, with more inhuman traits— 
Where, for inſtance, was that parental Affection and care 
for their Infant Offspring, which the Univerſal Parent hath 
impreſſed on the fierceſt Animals ?—Where thoſe generous 
ſenſations of pity and concern for the Unhappy, which ſhould 
diſtinguiſh and adorn the rational Species? when Thoſe 
were ſacrificed to the convenience, and Theſe to the diver- 
ſion and entertainment of the Public !—If their Religion 
taught them that their gods were powerful and vindictive, if 
a vainglorious pride led them to account the reſt of Man- 
kind Barbarians, and to treat them as ſuch; or, if the Laws 
of Humanity were ſo far ſuperſeded by thoſe of Conqueſt, 
that they were not aſhamed to ſport with the miſeries of 
their Captive fellow creatures, could the unfeeling barbarity 
of ſavage Life itſelf do more? 


The truth is, we are ſo dazzled, in our younger years, 
with the ſplendid Actions of the Great, and fo delighted witli 
the ingenious productions of the learned Men of thole times, 
that we overlook the Inhumanity, the Injuſtice, and Op- 
preſſion, which were both the cauſe, and the effect of their 
enormous Grandeur. And hence the great Apoſtle ſums up 
the general character of the Gentile world by aſſerting, 
what, in ſimilar terms, their own Hiſtorians are candid enough 
to acknowledge, that they were “ FULL oF Envy, Mon- 
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% DER, DECEIT,—WITHOUT NATURAL AFFECTION, I- 
© PLACABLE, UNMERCIFUL”. 


Nor were theſe deſtructive Principles peculiar to the Na- 
tions which knew not God. Even “ the Vine which his 
« own right hand had planted,” became fo degenerate, that 
«© When the Maſter of the Vineyard looked that it ſhould 
% have brought forth Grapes,” the generous fruits of every 
Virtue ; * behold it brought forth wild grapes;” nothing 
but the ſour pernicious ſpirit of malice and uncharitableneſs. 
Hating, and hated by, the reſt of the world, the Jews 
were not only divided into Factions; but their Religion too 
was ſplit into various Sects. Hence ſprung Enthuſiaſm, 
and Fanaticiſm on the one hand; Sedition and Inſurrections 
on the other: whilſt the malignant Doctrine of Retaliation 
furniſhed a weapon common to all. Indeed, the nearer they 
approached the expected Period of their Deliverance from 
the Roman Yoke; and it was from a triumphant Mefſliah 
that they did expect it; the more their Enthuſiaſm began to 
operate; for the ſame Spirit that corrupted their Religion, 
had perverted their Judgment. THEIR MEssTAH was to 
take ample Vengeance on all their Enemies—They rejected 
him as the PRINCE or PEACE, who came “ not to deſtroy 
* mens lives but to ſave them.“ 


But happy had it been for them, and for all who have 
ſince called upon his Name, if his tender care and ſolicitude 
for the comfort and ſecurity of human lite, had always had 
its due effect! as it certainly would have, was the merciful 
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3 
ſpirit of his Religion every where properly cultivated; and 
left to its natural, unperverted influence on the human 
mind. But the perverſion of a rule is often found to produce 
as much miſchief as the having no rule at all. Hence thoſe 
unſcriptural Doctrines, and erroneous Tenets, which have 
ſometimes committed the Chriſtian world in moſt deſtruc- 
tive Conflicts, to the reproach of its Humanity. Hence 
alſo thoſe bloody Tragedies that have often been acted under 
the Maſk of Zeal for a yxETENDED INFALLIBLE Cnunen; 
which, in ſome countries not yet reſcued from its uſurpa— 
tions, {till keeps the Sword of Perſecution unſheathed, and 
ſuſpended over Truth and Liberty. 


And yet, Infidelity will find little cauſe of triumph in 
theſe unhappy Diviſions, as they are no more than our 
Divine Maſter and his Apoſtles prepared us to expect; inti- 
mating, that, as the genuine Spirit of his Religion would not 
fail to be adulterated, and his Doctrines perverted to promote 
the views of ſelfiſhneſs and ambition, it would ſeem as if He 
£ came not to ſend Peace upon Earth, but a Sword.” 


But granting, what is much to be lamented, that the 
peace of the World hath often been diſturbed, and its hap- 
pineſs interrupted on a religious account; is this to be im- 
puted to the natural ſpirit of Chriſtianity, or tp the Corrup- 
tions that have been artfully introduced into it? ff the great 
Phyſician of Souls hath preſcribed a proper remedy to“ fave 

LI „ mens 
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% mens Lives,“ is H to be blamed becauſe others have added 
ſuch bancful ingredients as tended “ to deſtroy them”? As 
well may we blame that glorious luminary the Sux, becauſe 
its rays, when concentred to a point, will burn, and con- 
ſume whatſoever they are aimed at. No, to do juſtice to the 
mild, beneficial Influence of the Chriſtian Religion, we 
ſhould take our eſtimate of it from thoſe Eſtabliſhments. 
where its generous Principles are ſuffered to have their free 
courſe; not where they are wreſted to ſerve the purpoſes of 
deſpotic Power, or with-held to keep the mind in a ſtate of 
ſubmiſſive ignorance—not where Men are injoined to believe 
what Reaſon pronounces incredible, and are “ compelled to 
come in” to a mode of Worthip, which by its pomp and 
fplendor, is more calculated to captivate the ſenſes, than to 
correct the heart: but, where the Scriptures, as happily 
amongſt ourſelves, are allowed to be read with freedom, and 
are explained with ſincerity : where the eſtabliſhed form of 
worſhip is folemnized with Deceney; and every conſcien- 
tious ſeparation from it is tolerated with Charity. In a word, 
where each Individual enjoys his civil and religious Free- 
dom, under no reſtraints, but ſuch as the public Wiſdom 


hath judged conducive to the public Safety. Opinions, in- 


deed, will be free; and they will alſo be different: they are 
the natural offspring of Reaſon, and moral Intellect; nor 
will true Religion, or juſt Government ever decline to be 
tried by them: ſo that however Men may differ in leſſer 
matters, or on points of indifferent Obligation; yet, whilſt 

they 


L 237] 
they do not diſturb the Peace of Society, nor ſtrike at fun- 


damental principles, a Proteſtant government will not con- 
troul, much leſs will it perſecute ſuch Opinions—For « why 
«+ ſhould one Man's liberty be judged of another Man's con- 
% ſcience? to his own Maſter he muſt ſtand or fall.” This is 
the Apoſtle's rule: and it 1s a glorious proof of the wiſdom 
and temper of this Country, that our Laws, and our Re- 
1.1610N hold the ſame language. 


Surely, then, if this be a deſirable ſtate of things, we, of 
theſe days, ought to be more particularly thankful for it; as 
there were times when our leſs happy fore-fathers did not 
enjoy it—A time, eſpecially, ſcarce beyond memory, when 
their deareſt Rights and Privileges were made to fly like 
chat, before the wind of a D1syrENSING PoWER: 
When the royal Word gave no confidence; the moſt ſolemn 
of all Oaths no ſecurity; nor the eſtabliſhed Religion and 
Laws an effectual Barrier againſt the inſidious Attacks of 
Popiſh Counſellors, and arbitrary Meaſures.— And to 
what are we to aſcribe our Deliverance from thoſe worſt of 
Grievances? but, under Providence, to the auſpicious 
Arrwal of that Generous, Humane PRINCE, which ren- 
dered this day ſtill more memorable. by an additional 
Bleſſing : and who came not to ſeize the ſpoils of a tot- 
tering Conſtitution, but to repair, and eſtabliſh it upon 
that firm, and ſolid Baſis, which nothing but our own 
weakneſs or perverſeneſs can deſtroy. 


We 
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We muſt not, however, “ think more highly of our- 
e ſelves than we ought to think;“ nor aſſume an excluſive 
claim to the beneficial influences of Chriſtianity.—Even in 
thoſe Dominions where human traditions are impoſed with 
as much ſolemnity as inſpired Truths, the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, amidſt all the Clouds of Art and Ignorance that ob- 
{cure it, hath happily diſpelled many diſtreſsful circumſtan- 
ces of human life, that paſſed unpitied, or unrelieved by any 
public proviſion in former times Not the moſt civilized 
parts of the Pagan world were adorned with ſuch commo- 
dious receptacles, as are now every where open to the diſ- 
abled, and unfortunate part of Mankind. Nay, the very 
„Weapons of War” are now ſubject to Laws of Humanity, 
and its © arrows no longer drunk with the blood of Captives”: 
but, if“ wounded and ſore ſmitten,” they are treated with 
ſuch tender care, with ſuch ſkilful aſſiduity, that the art of 
deſtroying Men's lives, is, perhaps, leſs improved than the 
art of ſaving them. 


And yet, that there ſhould be ſo much unhappy occaſion 
of thus exerciſing either the one or the other, is a painful 
reflexion to every good Mind, —is affecting alſo both from re- 
ligious and ſocial Conſiderations; inaſmuch as the preſent 
temper of too many of our Proteſtant Brethren, embroiled, 
as it is, by the ſeducing arts of their ambitious Leaders; 
ſeems little diſpoſed to act agreeably to the Principles of that 
« Faith which worketh by Love.” | 

| | But 


We 


But we are encouraged to hope better things: and the 
pleaſing Accounts we have received of the Succeſs of his 

Majeſty's Arms, over thoſe of his deluded Subjects, is a good 
ground of Hope. Let this be a further Motive with us of 
praiſe and thankfulneſs to Almighty God for the merciful 
Deliverances of this Day: and may it ſpeedily incline Them 
to conſider what manner of Spirit they ought to be of,” 
and to know the things that belong to their Peace, before 
de they be hid from their eyes.” In the mean time, let us 
be careful not to forfeit the Divine Protection by an ungrateful 
{ſenſe of it; but let us ever acknowledge, and adore that mer- 
ciful Providence which hath been ſo frequently manifeſted 
in favour of our happy Conſtitution : at one time delivering 
it from a ſuperſtitious tyranny, which held even © our Kings 
& in chains, and our Nobles as with links of iron”: at 
another, preſerving it from the implacable and Helliſh malice 
of Popiſh conſpirators Then, recovering it from the impious. 
hand of Uſurpation—Again, reſcuing it from the intemperate 
Zeal of deſpotic Bigotry—and, at laſt, happily ſettling it 
where every Lover of his Country, every Friend to civil Li- 
berty and true Religion, will rejoice to ſee it flouriſh, 
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